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PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to ask members of the Strategic Policing and Crime Board 

to consider the Safer Travel Plan for the West Midlands. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
2. The Commissioner has indicated that he will seek the views of the Board on any 

decisions that he intends to make.  Attached to this report at Annex A is a copy of 
the draft decision report which includes the draft West Midlands Safer Travel Plan. 
   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3. The Board is asked to comment on the contents of this report. 
 
 

 
 

Author: Mark Wentzell, Policy Manager, West Midlands Office for Policing and Crime 
 
 

 

DECISION 
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Annex A 
 

WEST MIDLANDS POLICE 
AND CRIME 
COMMISSIONER 

NON-CONFIDENTIAL  
NOTICE OF DECISION 
0XX/2013 

Contact Officer: Mark Wentzell 
 

 

Telephone Number: 0121 626 6060 
 

 

Email: j.courtney@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
 
Title: West Midlands Safer Travel Plan  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 
On 2 July the Strategic Police and Crime noted the progress being made on the production 
of a Safer Travel Plan for the West Midlands.  The production of a Safer Travel Plan was a 
manifesto commitment of the Commissioner and is referenced in his Police and Crime Plan.   
 
Drafting of the Safer Travel Plan has involved a number of partners including Centro, British 
Transport Police and West Midlands Police as well as the transport operators within the 
West Midlands.Consultation has also been undertaken with user groups, Putting the 
Passenger First Committee and the Police and Crime Panel. 
 
A copy of the latest version of the Safer Travel Plan is attached at Appendix B.  As this 
document is being jointly produced by the Commissioner and the West Midlands Integrated 
Transport Authority the final approval of the Plan will take place at the meeting of the 
Integrated Transport Authority scheduled for 9 September 2013.  The Commissioner will 
attend this meeting. 
 
 
DECISION 
 
That the Safer Travel Plan as drafted and appended to this decision is approved for issue 
subject to final agreement at the Integrated Transport Authority on 9 September 2013. 
 
 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 
 
I confirm that I do not have any disclosable pecuniary interests in this decision and take the 
decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct for the West Midlands Office for Policing 
and Crime. Any interests are indicated below. 
 
Signature…………………………………………………. 
 
Date…………………………………….. 
 

mailto:j.courtney@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk


 

 
NON - CONFIDENTIAL FACTS AND ADVICE TO THE POLICE AND CRIME 
COMMISSIONER 
 
The report and supporting documentation form the basis of the decision. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
As part of his Safer Travel Manifesto the Police and Crime Commissioner (the 
Commissioner), Bob Jones, committed to providing a Safer Travel Plan for the West 
Midlands.  
 
The key body in delivering any safer travel plan is the Safer Travel Partnership which 
consists of Centro, West Midlands Police, British Transport Police and travel operators 
across the West Midlands. The Partnership’s aim is to "make public transport in the West 
Midlands even safer." The Partnership’s remit operates beyond West Midlands Police force 
area where required.  
 
The Commissioner recognises that the work of the Safer Travel Partnership has reduced 
crime and anti-social behaviour on the West Midlands’ transport system.  Working with the 
Partnership forms part of the Commissioner’s ambition to work with partners to agree and 
deliver the joint benefits of a cohesive local transport strategy to make public transport even 
safer. The development of a safer travel plan has been included within the Police and Crime 
Plan (Objective 3.1 Creating stronger partnerships and Objective 3.9 Supporting stronger 
communities).  
 
The initial scope of the Safer Travel Plan was reflected in the Joint Transport Policing Plan 
Statement of Intent which was discussed and agreed at the Integrated Transport Authority 
(ITA) on 15 April 2013. Copies of the papers considered by that meeting can be found at the 
following website http://www.centro.org.uk/corporateinformation/Committees/ITA.aspx. In 
addition to the review at the ITA, the Safer travel Plan has also been reviewed by: Stephen 
Rhodes (Centro), Councillor Kath Hartley (ITA), Chief Superintendent Chris McKeogh, 
Superintendent Rick Burgess and Inspector Karl Agg (West Midlands Police)  Chief 
Superintendent Peter Davies, Superintendent Allan Gregory and Inspector Lee Gordon 
(British Transport Police). 
 
The Police and Crime Panel also considered the Safer Travel Plan at its meeting on 25 June 
and comments received from the Panel are attached at Appendix A.  
 
Centro has held a number of consultation events during the summer to receive further 
comments on the Safer Travel Plan which have been incorporated into the attached version.   
 

 Black Country Passenger Engagement Group – 16 July 2013 

 Putting Passengers First Committee - 22 July 
http://www.centro.org.uk/corporateinformation/Committees/PPFC.aspx 

 Coventry Passenger Engagement Group – 23 July 2013 

 Birmingham and Solihull Passenger Engagement Group – 30 July 2013 
 
Feedback from the consultations has primarily been around strengthening the areas relating 
to victims, young people, communication and drivers/staff 
 
The draft Safer Travel Plan has also been shared with travel operators in preparation for its 
launch. 
  
Following this meeting the Safer Travel Plan will go to the Integrated Transport Authority 

http://www.centro.org.uk/corporateinformation/Committees/PPFC.aspx


 

meeting on 9 September 2013 for final agreement.  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The costs of the Safer Travel Team are included in the budget for 2013-14 
 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no legal implications arising directly from this report. 
 
  
EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no direct equalities implications in the making of this decision.  
 
Any equalities issues arising from the work in delivering the Safer Travel Plan will be 
reviewed within performance, complaints and workforce reports to the Strategic Police and 
Crime Board. 
 
 
Schedule of Background Papers 
 
West Midlands Police and Crime Plan  
http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/media/209038/police_and_crime_plan_2013.pdf. 
 
 
Public Access to Information 
 
Information contained in this decision is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and 
other legislation. This decision will be made available on the Commissioner’s website. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/media/209038/police_and_crime_plan_2013.pdf
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