BN Stop & Search Scrutiny 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 19th November 2015
Those in attendance:
Linda Hines (LH) – Chair

Tod Hale (TH)

Kamz Manku (KM)

Simrun Gakhal (SG)

Daniella Marston (DM)

Supt. Brandon Langley (BL)

Heidi Bryan (HB)

PC Adam Charlesworth (AC)

Carly Bladen (CB)

Peter Green (PG)

PC Steve Hudson

PC Mark Hodson

Aniah Patel (AP)
Rachael Woodward (RW)
Inspector Andrew Russell (AR)
Khalid Mahmood (KM)
Sehrish Alam (SH)
Apologies:
Sue Bailey

Trudy Yates 

Nick Mitchell

Steve Whitehorn

Muhammed Sultan

Sam Miller 

Simon Wilson 

Andy Jackson 

SGT Paul Jeffs 

1) Welcome, Introduction & Apologies
Meeting opened by Chair and introductions completed. 

2) Conflicts of interest
LH asked group to confirm if there was any conflict of interest – no conflict identified.
3) Matters arising from previous meeting
Update on questions regarding stop & search forms viewed at last meeting.
4) Update from PC Hodson and PC Hudson regarding drug testing and driving.

5) Provision of data & discussion to include arrest rates, type of searches conducted & race proportionality
During the last two months, there has been a total of 252 stop & searches on Birmingham North. This figure breaks down to 184 people, 65 person & vehicle and 3 vehicles. 
The crime hotspots were discussed, which shows a cluster of stops due to officers targeting the area as part of their patrol plan, these were similar to last meeting. 

Figures were compared to the last meeting and there were slightly more than the last meeting. The highest number of stops seems to be at 9pm and between 2am and 3am. The highest number of stops occurred on a Wednesday, this could be due to a large group being stopped together.
Group compared stops month to month and they are consistent. Supervisors monitor who is stopped and by which officer to ensure no-one is being targeted. 
The highest age group stopped was 16-22yo with 44.1%
Ethnicity of people stopped covered, figures compared to previous months. Numbers are consistent with previous months with Asian having the highest number of stops. 
LH Asked why the amount of Asian stops is above the expected number.
AR Showed previous months and the number of Asian stops is constant with previous months.
BL Commented that the census figures may not be accurate to the date. 

LH Asked if a group is stopped, could this be noted so that this can be taken into consideration when comparing the figures.

KM asked if the incidents in Paris would affect the ethnicity of people being stopped.

AC explained that officers can’t target someone because of ethnicity unless there is specific intelligence.

LH would like to monitor the amount of Asian stops.
Action- BL suggested that the group look at a sample of a specific ethnicity stops at next meeting. 

Birmingham North is averaging 130/140 stops a month, which has slightly increased, but this could be due to the officers being more confident in using the new system. 
· 98.1% met the standards and 1.9% of the forms didn’t meet the standards 

· Most common power used was s.23 misuse of drugs with 55.3%

· 197 of the stops (76.7%) no further action (NFA) was taken – so nothing was found

· 60 of the stops (23.3%) resulted in a positive outcome

· 13.2% arrested as a result of the stop

· 3.5% arrested but unrelated to stop (i.e. wanted)

· 5.1% received cannabis warning

· 0.8% received community resolution

· 0.0% received fixed penalty 

6) Review of a selection of actual stop & search forms 
AR informed group that the names cannot be removed from the forms we review and provided a reminder about confidentiality.

Form one: Q8G0-27471
11:50 18/11
Person

S23 Misuse of Drugs

Sutton Coldfield

2 males acting suspiciously, seen to conceal item, small quantity of herbal cannabis was located- Cannabis warning.
Group are happy with the information provided by the officer. 

Form two: CRZV-27257
32.41 13/11
Person 

S23 Misuse of Drugs
Sutton Coldfield
Seen on CCTV appearing to snort cocaine- NFA
HB Asked why they were not arrested if witnessed.
AR- Commented that the form needs more detail, however they may not have had any drugs on them when searched.

Form three: CUX2- 27097
01:48 11/11
Person

S1 PACE

Sutton Coldfield
Burglary has happened in area 2 males were stopped. One made off and detained. Foot wear of male stopped matches footprint. Arrested
Group are happy with information provided by the officer.
Form four: QAZT-26959

11:41 08/11
Person 
S.23 Misuse of drugs

Kingstanding
Male’s father stated that son had stolen money for drugs. Male seen in the road where a vehicle stopped, male seen to take something from the driver- NFA

LH-Asked why it was NFA, and why does it not state what was found? 
AR- will feed back to officer.

7) Force and national developments in stop &search
Nothing of note
8) Forthcoming tactical use of stop & search powers
Nothing of note
9) Community impact through the local use of stop &search
No community impact of note. 
10) Issues to be brought back to Gold Group
Nothing of note
11) Top 5 Data

Top 5 stops viewed by group, no issues.

12) AOB
Stop & Search observations: The group were explained what the observations involved. The group are advised there is no guarantee they will see a stop in action and also Insp. Russell needs to know which dates people are attending so officers are aware. Also to note, as the officers are operational, if they get called to deal with something, then the observation will have to stop. 
Good feedback from previous stop and search observations, new dates to be sent out to group.

Y-stop
New stop and search group which has been launched explained to the group.

PCC stop and search commission meeting is being held on 15th December, details to be emailed to group.

Next meeting:
21st January 6pm 

Sutton Coldfield Police Station
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