Stop search scrutiny group

Thursday 23rd March 2017
Lloyd House Police HQ
Present: Police Temporary Inspector Ifty AHMED (IA) Keli BENT (KB) , Desta HALL (DH), John ROBERTS (JR) HMIC.  
Apologies:  Councillor KOONER (CC) Noreen AKHTAR (NA)Makdoom CHISTI (MC), Manjit SINGH (MS), Soleman SAMUEL (SS) Desmond JADOO (DJ),  Taher HUSSAIN (TH)
	
	Topics
	Action

	1.
	Apologies received from above. 

	

	2.
	Items Discussed

Introductions and welcome from IA, Actions carried over from last meeting were discussed. I.A had chased up Taher HUSSAIN regarding the seven students from BCU who wished to attend but as Taher has been off sick this has not been progressed. An issue regarding the risk assessment has not been resolved. I.A has emailed PS Simpson regarding lay observations to take place in Handsworth which still need to happen. 

	

	3
	I.A formulated a discussion regarding reasonable grounds around smell of cannabis. The group appraised JR that often poor grounds have been used in Birmingham which the panel have challenged. JR from the HMIC updated the group that the college of policing has guidance around the smell of cannabis and he would be sharing this at the next Gold meeting he would be attending. This reassured the panel in that they expected to see an improvement around disproportionality and outcome rates if this guidance was adopted by WMP. In essence the guidance suggests that smell of cannabis alone would be insufficient grounds to carry out a search. Other corroborating evidence would be required. 


	

	4
	Sulaimaan Samuel’s continues to carry out school based inputs around stop and search and has trained four other facilitators who are delivering across the WMP. 

	

	5
	 Dip sample completed and out of ten searches reviewed and 10 met the standard with none below standard. 
	

	6
	Both DH and SD agreed to carry out lay observations on a Friday evening in Handsworth.

	Action: Inspector Ahmed to email Inspector Murrin to facilitate this.

	7
	Date of Next Meeting:

Venue: Lloyd House Police HQ

25/05/17 – 2-4pm at Lloyd House
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