BN Stop and Search Scrutiny 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th March 2016

Those in attendance:

Linda Hines (LH) - Chair
Tod Hale (TH)

Simrun Gakhal (SG)

Daniella Marston (DM)

Khalid Mahmood (KM)

Muhammed Sultan (MS)

Simon Wilson (SW)

Supt Brandon Langley (BL)
Chief Inspector Mark Ward (MW)

Inspector Andrew  Russell (AR)

PC Angela Harvey (AH)

Inspector Steve Barnes (SB)

Sergeant Chris Nicklin (CN)
Apologies:

Sue Bailey (resigned)

Trudy Yates

Kamz Manku

Nick Mitchell

Rida Mughal

Sehrish Alam
1) Welcome, Introduction and Apologies
Meeting opened by Chair and Introductions completed.

2) Conflicts of Interest
LH asked group to confirm if there was any conflict of interest – no conflict identified.

3) Matters arising from previous meeting
Update given on questions regarding stop and search forms viewed at last meeting.
4) Provision of Data and Discussion to include arrest rates, type of searches conducted and race proportionality
During Jan/Feb, there has been a total of 213 stop and searches on Birmingham North, this figure breaks down to 139 person and 72 person and vehicle and 2 vehicles.
The crime hotspots were discussed, which shows a cluster of stops due to officers targeting the area as part of their patrol plan, these were Finchley Road, Marsh Hill, Sutton Town centre and Erdington High street.

Figures were compared to the last meeting time/day analysis, the highest number of stops seem to be at 7-8pm Friday evening which had 13 stops, stops between 10pm and 4 am spread throughout the week and between 11am and 16.00 hours during the day.

Group compared stops month to month and they seem to be consistent, supervisors monitor who is stopped and by which Officer to ensure no-one is being targeted.

Proportionality figures for stops were discussed.  Figures were,

Persons actually stopped                      Projected figures

White 146                                                170 
The biggest proportion of age group stopped was between 15 and 24 years.

Action: AR: to check yearly  data figures as they appear inaccurate.
AR: commented that overall stops figures have dropped and the activity figures are possibly affected by other policing groups not working on the LPU.
AR: of the stops conducted, 96.8 % (209) Stops were of good standard, 3.2 % (7) did not meet the standard.

There were 26.9 % positive (58) outcomes from the stops against the target of 30%. This means 1 in 4 produced a positive outcome. 
SW: commenced a discussion on whether  the influx  of residents / transient visitors reflect on stop and search figures?
SW: attended a previous stop and search observation  and whilst present asked the stopped person  if they wished to speak with him, which he declined. SW happy with how the search was conducted.

Review of a selection of actual stop and search forms

Form one: SSBN-4B54-34184 
14/3/16 15.10 Hours

Vehicle and person

S23 Misuse of drugs

Erdington

Male refused to stop in vehicle BPXXXXX, vehicle eventually stopped and upon talking to driver he was seen to try to discard a wrap of class A drugs.

Outcome Arrested

LH : Is the strip search part of the grounds, group happy with search
Form two : SSBN-V5C1-33887

9/3/16 18.47 Hours

Person

Sec 1 Pace
Wylde Green Sutton Coldfield

Officers conducting area search for shoplifter who had made off, description was given by staff which the subject matched upon searching him stolen items were found in a rucksack he was carrying

Outcome Arrested

LH: Great stop and search
Form three:  SSBN-J9D8-3400
11/3/16.03.14
Sec 23 Misuse drugs Act

Person and vehicle

Erdington

Vehicle followed along Witton Lodge Road, due to manner of driving condition of vehicle, officers attention was drawn to it. Upon stopping the vehicle and speaking with its occupants, there was a strong smell of Cannabis, also visible in the vehicle on speaking to the driver there were cannabis grinder small plastic bags and other cannabis paraphernalia, searched upon seeing these items
Outcome NFA

LH: asked why NFA

 AR: Stated there were no drugs found so not enough to arrest  but information fed into intelligence system

SG: asked could the driver have been tested for drugs

AR: Yes, roadside test could be conducted by Traffic but a clear indicator needed, manner of driving not merely enough.

Form four : SSBN-IY5X-33748

7/3/16 12.41 Hours

Sec 23 Misuse of Drugs Act

Person and Vehicle

Erdington

Officers on patrol observed a Fiat Punto reg BKXXXXX  pull into cul de sac, on seeing police passenger  mouthed "the police are there"..veh then reversed and drove off on seeing police. Officers conducted area search and subs located veh turning around in Somerset Rd. drugs recovered  
Outcome Arrested

Panel happy with search.
Force and national Developments in stop and search

Nothing of note, although in future Mobile App will be used to send information so there would be no room for misrepresentation of the Officer from the inputters.

Forthcoming tactical use of Stop and Search powers

Nothing of note

Community impact through the local use of stop and search

No community impact of note

Issues brought back to Gold group

Nothing of note

AOB

Stop and Search Observations:

LH: asked for further dates for stop and search Observations.

ACTION: AR to look into future dates

An explanation was given to the group as to what the observations involved. The group are advised there is no guarantee they will see a search in action and also Inspector Russell needs to know which dates people are attending so Officers can be made aware, Also of note, as the Officers are operational, if they get called to deal with something, then the observation will have to stop.

The next Stop and Search observation is on the 6th May 09.30 -15.00 hours.
Y Stop

New stop and search was explained again for the benefit of new members.
LH: asked is the Y STOP yet live

AR: yes 

ACTION: resend Y Stop link to IAG to include all distribution list

Y STOP link re sent

Next Meeting:

Thursday 21st July 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 15th September 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 17th November 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 19th January 2017 6pm-8pm

