BN Stop & Search Scrutiny
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st January 2016

Those in attendance:

Linda Hines (LH) – Chair

Tod Hale (TH)

Inspector Andrew Russell (AR)

PC 1021 Angela Harvey (AH)

Nicholas Mitchell (NM)

Terry Guest (TG)

Apologies:

Simon Wilson

Andrew Jackson

Aniah Patel

Sue Bailey

Heidi Bryan

1) Welcome, Introduction & Apologies

2) Conflicts of interest

LH asked group to confirm if there was any conflict of interest- no conflict identified

3) Matters arising from previous meeting

Update on questions regarding stop & search forms viewed at last meeting

4) Provision of Data & discussion to include arrest rates, type of searches conducted & race proportionality

During the last two months, there has been a total of 200 stop & searches on Birmingham North, This figure breaks down to 143 person & 54 person and vehicle and 3 vehicles.
The crime hotspots were discussed, which shows a cluster of stops due to officers targeting the area as part of their patrol plan, these were similar to last meeting.

Figures were compared to the last meeting and there were slightly lower stops, a difference of 51.    The highest number of stops are between 11pm and 2am. The highest number of stops occurred on Wednesdays.
Group compared stops month to month and they are consistent.  Supervisors monitor who is stopped and by which Officer to ensure no-one is being targeted.

The highest age group stopped was 16-23 years
NM Asked if running a year’s worth of data would be more appropriate to compare percentage figures for a better comparison to show a true reflection.. 
AR stated he would ask how data from vehicles searched  affected outcome figures, as currently they always reflect as NFA.
AR 95.7% of stop and search records were of a good standard, 4.3% did not meet the standard.
AR Showed previous months and the number of stops is 113 higher than previous months but lower than the average expected.
LH Asked why the amount of Asian stops is above the expected number and asked if this could be monitored.

Action - A sample of specific ethnicity stops viewed, the panel opted to choose a selection of minority ethnic stops.
6) Review of a selection of actual stop and search forms

Form one: SSBN13DJ-27712

21.47 22/11/15
Vehicle and Person
S23 Misuse of Drugs

Erdington

 Passing a Vehicle stopped at location, strong smell of cannabis from vehicle and male showing signs of using drugs, eyes glazed, slurred speech. Male produced a small quantity of herbal Cannabis and upon searching officer found grinder and small amount of Cannabis.- Cannabis Warning

Group are happy with the information provided by the Officer

Form 2: SSBNKZXK-29436
01.48 23/12/15

Vehicle and person

S23 Misuse of Drugs

Erdington

Officers stopped a vehicle , occupants acting suspiciously  and appeared nervous upon Police, strong smell of Cannabis from the vehicle, all occupants searched and a male had a small amount of Cannabis in his pocket. WM on PNC- Arrested unrelated offence including Warrant.

Group happy with Information provided by the Officer.

Form3: SSBNNNFQ-27827

02.00 25/11/15

Sec 1 Pace

Person

Sutton Coldfield

Witnesses saw 2 youths trying car doors at location  and males stopped matching description given and searched , found in possession of Cannabis, insecure vehicle found at scene. – Arrested drugs and vehicle interference.
Group happy with information provided by the Officer.

Form4:SSBN3ALO-28584

16.52 9/12/15

Person

Sutton Coldfield

Sec 1 Pace

Officers tasked to patrol area 24 hours after Rape , 4 x males stopped matching descriptions provided ,log 1970 8/12/15, following search males not from area – NFA

The group was initially happy with the information provided by the Officer.

AR asked if the correct power used for the search and commented he felt this may have been incorrectly recorded initially and he would look into it. 
7) Force and national developments in stop and search
Nothing of note although in future Mobile App will be used to send information so there would be no room for mis- representation of the Officer from the inputters.

8) Forthcoming tactical use of stop and search powers

Nothing of note

9) Community impact through the local use of stop and search

No community impact of note

10) Issues to be brought back to Gold Group

Nothing of note

11) Top 5 Data

Quarterly reviews made

12) AOB

Stop and search Observations:

The group were explained what the observations involved. The group are advised there is no guarantee they will see a stop and search in action and also Inspector Russell needs to know which dates people are attending so Officers can be made aware. Also of note, as the Officers are operational, if they get called to deal with something, then the observation will have to stop.

The next stop and search observation is on 17th February between 08.00 and 10.00 
Y-stop

New stop and search group which has been launched and explained to the group.

Inspector Russell to send link for sending Y phone to IAG members 

Future Meetings:

Thursday 17th March 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 19th May 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 21st July 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 15th September 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 17th November 2016 6pm-8pm

Thursday 19th January 2017 6pm-8pm
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