Wolverhampton Stop and Search Scrutiny Panel

Tuesday 21st March 2017

Wolverhampton Police Station

Attendees:

Chester Morrison – Chair (CM) 
Andy Turvey (AT)
Julia Green (JG)
Khalid Khan (KK)
Naresh Patel (NP)
Janet Smith-Morrison (JSM)
Gloria Smith (GS)
Omari Thomas (OT)
Steve Rowe (SR)
Arturas Jankauskas (AJ)
Chief Inspector Beth Bridges - West Midlands Police (BB)
A/Inspector Lee Davies - West Midlands Police (LD)
Inspector Steve Perry - West Midlands Police (SP)
Inspector Dave Whordley - West Midlands Police (DW)
Apologies received:

Saba Kayani – Police & Crime Commissioners office

Debbie Turner

	
	Action updates:
There were no actions carried over from the previous group that last met in 2016.

	Chester Morrison
	Chair Introduction and Welcome.

	All
	Introductions.

	Dave Whordley


	DW presented a power point and discussed West Midland Police’s journey regarding Stop and Search.  DW explained how the recording process has improved and that officers no longer fill in a road side paper record.     
DW explained the benefits of this new process and how this impacts positively on the person being searched, the officer and the organisation.

The presentation included stop and search powers and disproportionality data.  DW presented that:
· 42.8% of persons were searched under S1 PACE; 54.1% of persons under S23 Misuse of drugs act and 3.1% other i.e. S47 Firearms.   
· The forces positive outcomes rose from 23% in 2014/15 to 28.9% in 2016/17. Wolverhampton is currently above this at 33.1%.

	Chester Morrison and Dave Whordley

	CM and DW informed the group that Warwick University are looking at a piece of work on disproportionality that is awaiting sign off from the Police and Crime Commissioners office.  CM stated that he would like to see how an area such as Whitmore Reans compares with areas of The Lunt.

	Beth Bridges
	A question was raised whether police set targets for Stop and Search.

BB explained that West Midlands Police do not set targets however that the data captured e.g. number of persons searched, outcomes, location, ethnicity etc. helps to understand activities, trigger conversations and identify learning.

	Steve Perry
	SS provided an overview of the gangs that exist within Wolverhampton and how stop and search is an important tactic to address illegal gang activity and tackle non gang related crime.  

SS explained that officers are required to justify their grounds for searching a person/vehicle and that it must be in accordance with law.  
SS invited any of the panel to accompany his team on patrol where they may witness a stop and search being carried out.


	Dave Whordley
	DW informed the group that section 163 traffic stops may soon be recorded at the scene in a similar way to Stop and Search.  This is currently being trialled in other forces and depending on the outcome and review by the Home Office may be rolled out to West Midlands Police at the end of summer 2017.
A question was raised regarding the range of White ethnicity codes used when recording a stop and search.  The question was posed to try and ascertain other groups that at this present time are captured within the wide banded code i.e. Polish.  DW explained that whilst an 18+1 ethnicity selection will soon replace the 16+1 that this will still not provide a more detailed breakdown of the ethnic groups.  


	All
	Stop and Search records.
Selection procedure discussed.

LD displayed an example of a search record that resulted in drugs being found on a person.  A brief discussion took place regarding the detail within the form.  
The group through the chair opted to start with 5 search records at the next meeting that they will choose at random on the day.

Unfortunately only one record was discussed due to the time that was left, however the panel agreed that it was important to start the new look panel with introductory information.


	
	Due to time constraints Agenda number 9 (Matters to be raised to the gold group) was not discussed.


	Actions raised
	AT will visit the possibility of introducing youths from The Way to the group.

LD to send the group a list of search powers and the most recent Terms of Reference to discuss at the next meeting.

Next meeting planned for 6pm on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at Wolverhampton Police Station.

Minutes to be posted on to the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner website.




