BN Stop & Search Scrutiny 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2015
Those in attendance:
Linda Hines (LH) – Chair

Tod Hale (TH)

Kamz Manku (KM)

Heidi Bryan (HB)

Nick Mitchell (NM)

Steve Whitehorn (SW)

Andy Jackson (AJ)

DCI Ian Bamber (IB)

Inspector Andy Russell (AR)
Vicki Smith

1) Welcome, Introduction & Apologies
Meeting opened by Chair and introductions completed. 

Apologies; 
Sam Miller

Sue Bailey

Trudy Yates 

Muhammed Sultan 

Steve Clayton

2) Conflicts of interest
LH asked group to confirm if there was any conflict of interest – no conflict identified.
3) Matters arising from previous meeting
Kingstanding tasking: Last meeting LH informed the group that Kingstanding tasking was going to run an evening meeting with a web-chat attached. This was not as successful as the morning session as only three agencies attended and there wasn’t as many questions asked. The group will be changing back to early afternoon meetings.
Stop & Search training: LH and KM attended officers stop & search training, which they both found interesting. KM did comment that he wished the officers introduced themselves to him and LH before the training started.
4) Provision of data & discussion to include arrest rates, type of searches conducted & race proportionality
From 01/03/2015 to 30/04/2015 there has been a total of 207 stop & searches recorded on Birmingham North. 

· People – 162

· Vehicle – 7

· Person & vehicle – 38

· Most searches seem to have taken place between 8pm & 2am

There is an operation taking place on Erdington high street and the key burglary locations were also shown on the map.

· 127 recorded in Erdington wards (people)

· 73 recorded in Sutton wards (people)

Proportionality figures were looked at but again this came with a caution as Census data is used to work out the percentage but due to the make-up of Birmingham North, we have a number of people coming into the area for work or education that don’t actually live on us. So this proportionality is just a guide.

The main ages of those stopped are between 15years old and 27 years old, with the highest portion being White-British. 

The group would like to compare this section to last meeting to see if there are ‘normal’ levels so request that a slide is added so this comparison can be made.

ACTION: Inspector Russell to speak to OSD about adding an additional slide / table so a comparison can be made with previous meetings proportionality figures.

Performance figures year to date (April-April) were looked at and discussed with the group commenting the figures are little higher than normal. AR commented this could be due to the light nights and the continuing development in officers’ training.

200 meet the standard which is 95% and AR commented he regularly checks the standards.

The force has some guidance/targets for stop & search forms;

· Live records (so checks done with the person in front of officer) should be 80%

· Meet the standard should be 100%

· Outcomes of the stop should be 30% positive (i.e. person arrested or item discovered)

This month’s figures show a positive outcome of 29.4%, with 35 people being arrested and the main reason for stopping a person is Misuse of Drugs (55%).

LH commented she still doesn’t like the wheel graph but the figures are getting easier to understand.

5) Review of a selection of actual stop & search forms 
AR informed group that the names cannot be removed from the forms we review and provided a reminder about confidentiality.

Form one:
8.30pm on 13 May

Slade Road

Person stopped

Outcome: Community Resolution

Call for criminal damage, male matched description so stopped. He was searched and items found. 

The group were happy with this record as it painted a very clear picture of what happened and the officer’s grounds / reasoning.
Form two:

4.15pm on 11 May

Erdington high street

Person stopped

Outcome: Arrested due to the Stop & Search

Reasons were acting suspicious, tried to conceal items from officers, seen on CCTV, within a tasking area.

The male was stopped, searched and items recovered. 

IB commented he was pleased with the explanation and language used within this record. Group agreed there is a lot of detail.
Form three:

Finchley Road
Person stopped

S.1 PACE used

Reasons were acting suspicious, attempted to avoid police.

The person was seen climbing out of a stolen car. She was detained and searched, but nothing was found so released.

LH questioned how the person tried to avoid the police. IB noted he would like to know what happened in relation to the stolen car and AR agreed stating more explanation is needed to help understand the picture fully.

IB added that the person may have been arrested later on but it could not have been connected to the stop & search so that’s why it isn’t mentioned on the form.

AR confirmed this is a justified stop as the vehicle was stolen but will feed back to the officer that more detail is needed. 

Form four:
11.00pm Erdington
Person stopped

S.1 PACE used

Reason was male tried to avoid police when they attempted to stop him. 

AR agreed more is needed within this records as ‘avoid police’ is just the first building block and needed to put more options, such as ‘current intell’ on person or that is was a patrol/tasking area etc.

AR will provide feedback to officer stating more detail is needed.

Form Five
5.26pm on Falcon Lodge, Sutton Coldfield

S.23 Misuse of Drugs Act used

Reasons were acting suspicious, smelt of controlled drug and current intell on location

Officers stopped male coming out of a misused garage, smelling of a controlled drug and attempted to avoid officer. The male’s eyes were blood shot and the garage also smelt of a controlled drug.

Group commented this was a great record as it is clear what happened. AR will feedback comments to officer. 
Form Six
2.10am Erdington 
S.1 PACE

Reasons were acting suspiciously; avoid police, current intell and no explanation/reason to be in area

The record notes there had been a burglary in the area 5 minutes before and this male was seen by police and attempted to avoid them. When the male was stopped he had no explanation of why he was there.
Nothing was found and he was released.
IB commented this was a great stop as it helps build up an intelligence picture within our hotspot areas.

LH is keen that the officers who completed great records should receive the group’s positive comments. AR confirmed he will send out an email to the whole LPU with the panel’s views on these six forms and also send direct email to the really good ones. 

6) Force and national developments in stop &search
Training continues for officers.
7) Forthcoming tactical use of stop & search powers
Nothing of note
8) Community impact through the local use of stop &search
No community impact of note. 
9) Issues to be brought back to Gold Group
Nothing of note
10) AOB
The next PCC’s Stop & Search Commissions meeting will be taking place on Wednesday 17th June at Tally Ho (Lord Knight’s Suite). There will be a police representative also attending – either Insp. Russell or PC Adam Charlesworth.

ACTION: Vicki to send invite out to the group

.
Future meetings:

14th May

16th July

17th September 

19th November 

All at 6pm at Sutton Coldfield Police Station
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