BN Stop & Search Scrutiny 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th September 2015
Those in attendance:
Linda Hines (LH) – Chair

Tod Hale (TH)

Kamz Manku (KM)

Sam Miller (SM)

Rida Mughal (RM)

Simrun Gakhal (SG)

Daniella Marston (DM)

Supt. Brandon Langley (BL)

Heidi Bryan (HB)

Simon Wilson (SW)

Andy Jackson (AJ)

PC Adam Charlesworth (AC)

SGT Paul Jeffs (PJ)

Carly Bladen (CB)

1) Welcome, Introduction & Apologies
Meeting opened by Chair and introductions completed. 

Apologies; 
Sue Bailey

Trudy Yates 

Nick Mitchell

Steve Whitehorn

Muhammed Sultan

2) Conflicts of interest
LH asked group to confirm if there was any conflict of interest – no conflict identified.
3) Matters arising from previous meeting
Action: Insp. Russell to see if it is possible to see what age group is stopped in which location
Action: Vicki to find out the status of youth S&S group and forward details onto new members (if applicable) - Carried
4) Provision of data & discussion to include arrest rates, type of searches conducted & race proportionality
During the last two months, there has been a total of 271 stop & searches on Birmingham North. This figure breaks down to 206 people, 62 person & vehicle and 3 vehicles. 
The burglary hotspots were discussed, which shows a cluster of stops due to officers targeting the area as part of their patrol plan, so would expect slightly higher numbers. 

Figures were compared to the last meeting and there is no real difference. The highest number of stops seems to be between 3pm and 6pm. The stops are spread out during the week so there isn’t a particular day.

LH commented that stops were consistent with other months and found it surprising how few stops were carried out on Fri/Sat.

AC commented this was normal and explained the factors which affect this.

Group compared stops month to month and they are consistent. Supervisors monitor who is stopped and by which officer to ensure no-one is being targeted. 
The highest age group stopped was 16-22yo with 44.1% 

Ethnicity of people stopped covered, figures compared to previous months. Numbers are consistent with previous months with Asians having the highest number of stops. 
LH Asked why this would be higher than other ethnicities.

AC Explained that a number of these stops would be intelligence led. Each stop would have to be individually scrutinised to find the true reason for this figure.

Birmingham North is averaging 130/140 stops a month, which has slightly increased, but this could be due to the officers being more confident in using the new system. 
· 98.2% met the standards and 2.1% of the forms didn’t meet the standards 

· Most common power used was s.23 misuse of drugs with 62.1%

· 192 of the stops (70.6%) no further action (NFA) was taken – so nothing was found

· 80 of the stops (29.4%) resulted in a positive outcome

· 17.3% arrested as a result of the stop

· 4% arrested but unrelated to stop (i.e. wanted)

· 6.6% received cannabis warning

· 0.4% received community resolution

· 0.4% received fixed penalty 

5) Review of a selection of actual stop & search forms 
AC informed group that the names cannot be removed from the forms we review and provided a reminder about confidentiality.

Form one: 895Q-24214
04:04 17/09
Person

S.1 PACE 

Erdington

Officers saw two males on foot in high crime area at night. On seeing officers, males walked off quickly, one of them making as if to conceal an item in his bag. – Arrested 
Group are happy with the information provided by the officer. 

Form two: 5374-24174
12:33 16/09
Person & Vehicle
S23 Misuse of Drugs
Erdington
Intelligence suggested that occupants were getting ready to inject heroin. On arrival officers saw vehicle with occupants in vehicle with vehicle full of needles and drug paraphernalia. Occupants were behaving in a strange way, their eyes glazed. Occupants searched, no drugs found. - NFA
HB Asked would it not be obvious from eyes that they had taken drugs and so action should have been taken?

TH Commented that the description of the drug paraphernalia seems extreme and not very accurate.
SM Asked why the driver was not tested for drugs.

AC Stated that this would have not been logged on the form.

LH asked if we could find out if the testing had taken place.

Action- PC Charlesworth to look into if testing had taken place.
Form three: F6DO-24153
19:49 15/09
Person

S23 Misuse of Drugs
Erdington

Officers have attended location in relation to separate incident; occupants at address had refused entry. On being given access strong smell of cannabis coming from living room. Also drug grinder seen on table in living room, due to this search conducted- NFA
Group are happy with information provided by the officer.
Form four: ZZCV-24072
23:00 13/09
Person & Vehicle
S.23 Misuse of drugs

Sutton Coldfield

Vehicle parked illegally. Upon officers approaching vehicle to speak with occupants the vehicle has driven off and refused to stop. Upon stopping vehicle smoke was seen to exit from the vehicle, smelling of cannabis. Upon asking occupants if they have any they indicated that they had all smoked it. Owing to the continued smell the vehicle was searched.
SM Asked why the occupants were not arrested.
LH Asked if the driver was tested for drugs.

AC commented that we would have to look into stop further to find out.

Action- PC Charlesworth to obtain further details on the stop.

Form five: 6140-23967
01:57 12/09
Person 
S.1 PACE

Erdington
Officers directed to group following report of two groups of males all wearing hoods about to fight, some in possession of knives. Upon arrival group of males matching description ran from police, a number were detained, searched and found secreted on person 2x kitchen knives. Arrested
Group are happy with information provided by the officer.

Form six: 759K-23960
00:14 12/09

Person

S.1 Pace

Erdington

Officers were called to a disorder where knife had been seen. Male matched description given by caller and ran off from police when stopped. 
Group are happy with information provided by the officer.
6) Force and national developments in stop &search
HMIC recommendations: When an officer searched someone, there are two stages;
1) Remove hat, gloves and outer coat – takes place on the street

2) Full strip search – the individual is taken to a police station

The HMIC stated the part in-between the two stages aren’t recorded anywhere. So, for example, if they are wearing two coats and the officer asks them to remove their second coat – this needs to be recorded somewhere. So the electronic form now has another drop down box to record any additional items removed. 

Youth engagement: The police are looking at ways to deliver Stop & Search awareness in schools to engage with the younger generation. There is a project group being set up, engaging with the youth to pull together this presentation.
7) Forthcoming tactical use of stop & search powers
Operations around fireworks 
8) Community impact through the local use of stop &search
No community impact of note. 
9) Issues to be brought back to Gold Group
Nothing of note
10) AOB
Stop & Search observations: The group have been provided with a list of dates when the Community Action Priority Team (CAPT) is available to take members of the panel out, to hopefully witness some stop & searches in action. The group are advised there is no guarantee they will see a stop in action and also Insp. Russell needs to know which dates people are attending so officers are aware. Also to note, as the officers are operational, if they get called to deal with something, then the observation will have to stop. 

Upcoming Body worn video event- Event will be held on Tuesday 29th September 6pm at Tally Ho. Please let Carly know if you’d like to attend.
Next meeting:
19th November 
All at 6pm at Sutton Coldfield Police Station
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