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COVENTRY COMMUNITY FORUM

Monday 1st June 2015
Coventry Central Police Station
Little Park Street
Present

Caron McKenna (CM) – Coventry University Students Union
Jane Manton (JM) – Coventry Earth Spirit

Peter Sturgeon (PDS) – WMP


Rita Jones (RJ) - Coventry Broadgate Spiritualist Church



Derek Jones (DJ) – Coventry Broadgate Spiritualist Church

Inspector Hasson Shigdar (HS) – WMP

Dorothy Senior (DS) -
Caribean Community

Nickey Handley (NK) – Coventry Earth Spirit

Pat Seaman (PS) – Coventry Voices for Disability/Ward Councillor

Mehru Fitter (MF) – Positive Images Festival

Jarnail Singh Dhaliwal (JSD) – Gurdwara GNP Coventry

Harjinder Singh Sehmi (HSS) – Sikh Community
Simon McCarthy (SM) – Coventry Irish Society 

Javed Iqbal (JI) – Muslim Resource Centre

Ali Aksar (AA) – Muslim Resource Centre

Rev Christie Thomas (CT) – Corinthian Christian Healing Association

Olumuyiwa Kolawole (OK) – Jubilee Christian Centre

Jason Waters (JW) - YMCA

Balbir Singh Dhami (BD) – Coventry Multi Faith Forum

Surinderjit Singh (SS) – Indian Community Centre

Mehar Singh Kang (MSK) – Indian Community Centre

Surinder Kumar (SK) – S D Hindu Temple

1   Apologies 

Sonia Johnson (SJ) - Barbadian Association
Shabbir Ahmed (SA) – Coventry City Council

2   Introductions

At the start of meeting there were introductions from attendees around the table.  
3   Matters Rising/Forum Tasking

There were four existing tasks and one was removed and two new tasks added.











	Date
	Action
	Owner
	Update
	Status

	1/9/14
	Police and Crime Commissioner to CCF 
	Peter Sturgeon/Councillor Tim Sawdon
	Speak to Crime Commissioners Department
	Retained PCC recently taken office.

	12/1/15
	Issues with parking in Leicester Causeway
	Inspector Shigdar
	Inspector Shigdar to discuss with Council.
	Retained. Being discussed at the Community Resilience Forum on 2 July 15

	13/4/15
	Foleshill Shops problems with access on path around Opus Foods
	Inspector Shigdar
	Inspector Shigdar to discuss with Council.
	Retained. Update from Responsible Authorities Meeting… see below in Additional Information

	13/4/15
	Feedback about policy concerning removal of Turban in Custody.
	Inspector Shigdar
	Inspector Shigdar to feedback to Forum
	Retained. Custody record now reviewed and explanations obtained from custody officers involved. Investigations ongoing…

	13/4/15
	Update re: National Lost Womens Day
	Inspector Shigdar
	See below
	To be discharged?

	1/6/15
	Hillfields -  Canterbury Street / Charles Street possible drug dealing… for NPT intervention 
	Peter Sturgeon
	Notify NPT and obtain a progress report
	For update next meeting

	1/6/15
	Reports of possible gun activity in Cambridge Street?
	Peter Sturgeon 
	To review logs and speak to NPT
	Update at next meeting

	1/6/15
	Stop & Search Report – to remove the street location data and replace with details of specific significant stops… also to include a ‘last 6 months’ chart to highlight performance
	Peter Sturgeon
	To confirm changes have been made in advance of next meeting.
	

	1/6/15
	To circulate details of the Positive Images Festival
	Peter Sturgeon
	To circulate before next meeting
	Completed Discharged


3  Stop & Search

Inspector Shigdar conducted the presentation about May’s Stop & Search figures by projector and all the delegates had a copy of the data sent to them prior to the meeting for their scrutiny.
4 Community Tensions/Information Exchange

We went round the table and those with information to share did so.
5 Date and Venue of Next Meeting

The May meeting to take place on Monday 6th July 2015 at 5:30 pm in the Gavin Carlton Room at Coventry Central Police Station Little Park St, Coventry CV1 2JX.  
Continued below……..

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
a) Response received from Responsible Authorities Meeting regarding retail premise encroaching out into the pavements on Foleshill Road. The direction was that there were other more appropriate enforcement agencies not specifically linked to Licensing or trading Standards which should be acting in these circumstances. It was therefore advisable for the matter to be highlighted via the use of the Community Trigger. 
The Community Trigger is an important power that enables residents to make a complaint that can be thoroughly reviewed. It will mean that victims and families don't have to deal with ongoing cases of anti-social behaviour particularly where they are not seeing a solution. 

"In neighbourhoods across Coventry the vast majority of law-abiding families and households should expect to see results and I hope that together the police and other services can make a difference." 

In order to start the Community Trigger process and a subsequent case review, the following thresholds have been set.  The test that needs to be met is; 

•One person has reported 3 separate incidents relating to the same problem in past 6 months OR

•One person reported 1 incident or crime motivated by hate in the last six months and no action has been taken OR

•At least 5 people have made reports about the same problem in the past 6 months and no action has been taken.

The law sets out what will be considered a 'qualifying complaint' for using the Community Trigger. The purpose of this is to prevent someone reporting historical incidents of anti-social behaviour in order to use the Community Trigger. The legislation sets out the following standards: 

•the anti-social behaviour was reported within one month of the alleged behaviour taking place; and

•the application to use the Community Trigger is made within six months of the report of antisocial behaviour.

For the purpose of the Community Trigger, anti-social behaviour is said to be behaviour causing harassment, alarm or distress to a member, or members, of the public. However, when deciding whether the threshold is met, agencies will consider the cumulative effect of the incidents and consider the harm or potential harm caused to the victim, rather than rigidly deciding whether each incident reached the level of harassment, alarm or distress. 

Therefore assuming members of the public have informed Coventry Council of the problem, they should then email community.trigger@coventry.gov.uk and invoke the trigger. Alternatively, members need to start reporting the issue to the council via ringing 024 7683 1300 or emailing liam.nagle@coventry.gov.uk
b) International Womens Day in the UK was held on 8 March 2015. Upon speaking with Caron McKenna, planning has already started regarding National Womens Day 2016, to take place on the same date of 8 March . At the CCF meeting in June 2015, there were a number of representatives from organisations and groups who indicated they would like to be involved in next years event. All were invited to contact Caron and express that interest formally.

The 14th July is the birthday of Shafilea Ahmed, the 17 year old grade ‘A’ student, whose aspiration was to be a lawyer. Shafilea was  killed by her parents for being too westernised having rejected a forced marriage. 
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Shafilea is a very typical case/profile for police as she is a young person who ran away from home and went to many different agencies for help including police, health, education and children’s services. In her memory, and that of other victims of so called ‘honour’ killings, is a national day of remembrance which will be held on 14th July 2015. This day has been born through the campaigning of Karma Nirvana (a national charity that supports victims of forced marriage and honour based violence http://www.karmanirvana.org.uk/ ) and Cosmopolitan magazine. The campaign is also referred to as ‘Britain’s lost women’.

The aim of this day is to be united as partner agencies in raising awareness both internally and externally, to raise awareness of Force Marriage and Honour Based Abuse on a week of activities, starting on 13th July. This is a key time to raise awareness as it is just prior to the summer holidays when many victims may be taken abroad to be married. This remembrance day will also repeat itself year on year, so this first year can serve as a template to improve upon for the following years to come.

On the 14th July itself Karma Nirvana in conjunction with Cosmopolitan Magazine will be holding an event at a venue in London. The event will have its own media strategy and it is hoped that it will reach National news. The event will be called, ‘Can you hear me?’ and there will be 10 survivors, all of different backgrounds (will include a 
disability perspective) and all speaking on different themes in a discussion facilitated by Jasvinder Sanghera, the founder of Karma Nirvana.

The themes will be:

1) Behind Closed Doors: This will focus on the victims perspective of what their world is like behind their front door. Where they can’t be seen or heard. Here is the Sentencing Remark of the Judge’s summing up when he convicted the parents of Shafilea Ahmed,“…you chose to bring up your family in Warrington but, although you lived in Warrington, your social & cultural attitudes were those of rural Pakistan & it was those that you imposed upon your children……she was squeezed between two cultures, the culture & way of life that she saw around her & wanted to embrace & the culture & way of life you wanted to impose upon her…….The killing was motivated by cultural issue……your concern about being shamed in your community was greater than the love of your child” 
2) What made me leave: this will focus on the victims identifying triggers and what did their support look like?
3) Don’t feel sorry for me: This will focus on the victim imploring you to learn from them. What can professionals take away? What are the gaps? What more can we do?
Karma Nirvana are trying to coordinate a minutes silence within the schools that they serve and again this is something that you could encourage within the education links that you have within your own area.

Below are the aims of Karma Nirvana: (For more information the contact is Crispin Terry c.terry@karmanirvana.org.uk Mob: (07810081118)
1. KN have cross governmental support and Home Secretary will be attending. 

2. KN will mark July 14th a number of events including a survivors conference. Events are currently being planned across the UK 

3. KN are asking statutory agencies to consider doing things on the day and even week leading up to July 14, which is also a time when many young people are at risks in summer holidays. 

4. KN intend to mobilise schools and are in discussion with education department and same for health. 

5. KN have community champions who are organising talks and events across the UK. 

6. KN are jointly working with Home Office press team, Cosmopolitan and Leo Burnertt as we are organising a PR campaign which we will launch. 

7. KN really need senior leaders to be involved in PR and to send out key messages which we will inform you about later this month or June. 

8. KN will be engaging with all forces trained and pending so 24 forces. 

Partners could:

· During the week of remembrance put information on their intranet on honour based violence/forced marriage

· Do an article in any organisational publication they have

· If in education, raise awareness within schools on the issues (Karma Nirvana and the Freedom Charity http://www.freedomcharity.org.uk/contact-us do training and have posters etc)

· Hold a minutes silence

· Revise existing safeguarding policies and procedures. Make sure they are fit for purpose

· Hold a community event. The change has to come from the communities themselves

· Local Radio interviews/TV channels. To be shown at times that young people may hear/see them
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