Walsall Strategic Community Reference Group
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 17 March 2016 at Walsall Police Station.
In attendance:

Nirmal Singh
 (NS)




Sikh Forum
Alison Davies (AD)




Mencap

R K Mehmi (RM)




SGRT Darlaston

Ryan Steane
(RS)




Brownhills West

Ken Ferguson (KF)




Brownhills Councillor

Irena Hergottova (IH)



Walsall Council Consultation and Equalities

Brian Fitzgerald (BF)



Walsall Council Consultation and Equalities

Gary Moorcraft (GM)



Citizens Advice Bureau

Andy Bullman (AB)




Walsall Police

Gavin Nixon (GN)




West Midlands Counter Terrorism Unit

Kevin Pitt (KP)




Walsall Police

Apologies:
Elizabeth Kardynal
Michelle Babb

Bill Ellens

Cllr. Rose Burley

Nasser Hussain

Peter Griffin

Abdul Jeewa

Minutes of Last Meeting.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted.  
People New To Walsall.
IH and BF introduced their new project, ‘People New to Walsall’ which offers support and information for people and communities coming into Walsall.  Twitter and Facebook accounts have been set up under the name ‘New To Walsall’.  Information will be included on a wide variety of subjects including education, health, safety, employment, money, etc.  Leaflets are being produced in a variety of languages.
Counter Terrorism Unit Update

GN explained that Syria-related terrorism dominates the threat picture locally, of 14 recent arrests in the Black Country, 13 people were from Walsall.  Two were charged with funding terrorism.  Updates were given on recent arrests and court cases (all information in the public domain).  
Young men from Walsall have been killed in Syria and there is a need to prevent them from travelling, if someone is planning on travelling there is a safeguarding responsibility.  The Prevent agenda aims to support individuals at risk of becoming engaged in in terrorism or extremism, they would be treated as vulnerable and not criminalised.  

Anyone with information is asked to contact the Counter Terrorism Unit via 101, Crimestoppers or the Anti-Terrorism Hotline, 0800 789 321.

The Counter Terrorism Unit has been involved in today’s ‘Our Families, Our Future’ event.

The Home Office website is good for Prevent products (https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/counter-terrorism).

AB stressed that none of those recently arrested were a threat locally, all planned to travel or support terrorism abroad.

Prevent is now the responsibility of all public bodies, including schools, universities, health, etc.

Police Update.
AB asked if anyone had any thoughts about the recent Walsall Patriots event, which had occurred in Walsall town centre and had been very low-key and well managed by Walsall police and the Council’s Community Cohesion team.

There was little to update on WMP2020 since the last meeting.

KF enquired why Brownhills Neighbourhood Policing Team was parading at Aldridge.  AB replied that this was due to a shortage of personnel, one sergeant has responsibility for several teams and therefore it is necessary for officers to parade at Aldridge for briefings, etc.  Once on patrol the officers stay in Brownhills, operating from the Community Safety House.

Stop and Search Scrutiny Panel.
KP presented information on stop police stop and search activity since 1 February.

ACTION – KP to provide proportionality figures at the next meeting.

The following stop and search records were scrutinised:

SSWS/579G/34306
SSWS/M7RN/34220
SSWS/1TK6/34057
SSWS/Q72H/34014  

It was noted that the last record included the name of the person stopped.

Any Other Business.
GM enquired what percentage of crimes were perpetrated by repeat offenders.  AB replied that there are a significant number of habitual re-offenders.

KF enquired if domestic abuse figures were increasing.  AB replied that they were up significantly – see police.uk for details.  Following a domestic abuse needs assessment for the borough there are now advisors who work with both victims and perpetrators. 
NS asked if there was likely to be a firearms amnesty in Walsall.  AB replied that WMP is having a big push on firearms crime, centred on Birmingham.

Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 19 May, 6pm at Walsall Police Station.

