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06 October 2020
Dear FOI Applicant
Thank you for your e-mail received on 10 September 2020. Due to the nature of this request we have decided to respond under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
In your e-mail you asked the following:
A follow up question on the Estates programme: and would you be so kind as to provide the latest commercial values of the police station sites as listed below.

If an up-to-date figure is not available, then I will certainly accept the latest value you may have. 

· Acocks Green

· Aldgrige

· Balsall Heath

· Canley, Coventry

· Digbeth

· Ladywood (previously Edgbaston)

· Foleshill, Coventry

· Handsworth

· Harborne

· Kingstanding

· Nechells

· Oldbury

· Princip Street

· Prouds Lane, Bilston

· Quinton

· Sedgley, Dudley

· Shard End

· Smethwick

· Solihull

· Sutton Coldfield

· Tipton

· Wednesbury

· Wednesfield

· Willenhall, Coventry
In response to your request, I can confirm that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner holds the information that you requested.

Having considered the request, we have decided to apply the exemption under section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act because there are commercial sensitivities which may be prejudiced if this information is released.  
We have also considered whether, given the prejudice described in more detail below, it is in the public interest to release the information.  It is our assessment that it is not in the public interest to release the information.
Factors Favouring Disclosure 

There is a clear public interest in ensuring that public authorities are achieving a fair price from the sale of properties. Police finances are coming under increased scrutiny as budgets are reduced. It is important that the Police and Crime Commissioner is held accountable for any financial decisions that are made.
Disclosing information about commercial values would provide a greater transparency in the financial affairs of West Midlands Police. It is clear that there is a public interest in public authorities operating in as transparent a manner as possible, as this helps ensure they operate effectively and efficiently.
Factors Favouring Non-Disclosure 
The properties are likely to be sold by either private treaty or auction, but at this time no final decisions have been made about either the timescales for the sale, or the mode of sale for each property.  
It is our assessment that in the case of property being sold by private treaty, if the commercial valuation of the property is released into the public domain in advance of the sale, there is a strong possibility that this might impact negatively on the price achieved through the sale.  It is our assessment that it is highly likely that this prejudice might occur, and if so it would be detrimental to our ability to successfully take part in the commercial activity of selling these properties. Disclosure would be likely to prejudice our commercial interests by affecting adversely our bargaining position during contractual negotiations which would result in the less effective use of public money. 

Having weighed up all these factors, it is our conclusion that the likelihood and degree of prejudice to our commercial interests is such that disclosure is not in the public interest.
Freedom of Information Right of Appeal

Any person who has requested information from West Midlands Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner and is unhappy with the way their request for information has been handled can request a review of their case.
A request for review must be made in writing by letter or email to the Legal Advisor to the Police and Crime Commissioner. You should include the reference number of your request if you have it, and outline why you are requesting the review to:
The Legal Advisor

West Midlands Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

Lloyd House

Birmingham

B4 6NQ

Telephone: 0121 626 6060
All requests for review will be recorded. Receipt of a request for internal review will be acknowledged and the appellant informed of an estimated date for determining the outcome. West Midlands Officer of the Police and Crime Commissioner will attempt to respond to internal reviews as soon as practicable and in any case within two months.
All investigations will be undertaken by the Legal Advisor.
The result of any internal review will be communicated to the appellant outlining the decisions taken.

If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at:
The Information Commissioner's Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF Telephone: 08456 30 60 60 or 01625 54 57 45 Website: www.ico.gov.uk
There is no charge for making a request for internal review or appeal to the Information Commissioner.

Yours sincerely
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Alethea Fuller
Deputy Chief Executive
	Lloyd House, Colmore Circus Queensway, Birmingham, B4 6NQ
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