Wolverhampton Stop and Search, Use of Force Scrutiny Panel
Minutes
Tuesday 19th March 2019
Wolverhampton Police Station

Attendees:

Chester Morrison – Chair (CM) 
Janet Smith (JS)

Neil Hubbins (NH)
Kal Khan (KK)
Michael Brian (MB)

Beverley Momenabadi (BM)

Inspector Stephanie Furber - West Midlands Police (SF)
PC Stephen Lynn

Apologies received:

Sheze Malik
Simeon Green
Melissa Machangara
Jamie Bell (Wolverhampton Youth Zone)
Gloria Smith

Navi Aulkh 
	
	Action updates from January.
No outstanding actions 

	Introductions (Chair)
TOR and future panel dates

	Chair Introduction and Welcome.
All panel members introduce themselves.

New panel members welcomed (Beverley Momenabadi and PC Stephen Lynn (SL).  

Unfortunately a number of apologies had been received due to personal commitments.
Future panel dates agreed to be moved 1 week forward from what is originally in the TOR.

Newly proposed time of 1830 -2030 hours as meetings have previously run over due to the length of Use of Force Camera Footage.  This amended time should allow up to 10 Stop & Search records to be reviewed and 40 minutes to review Use of Force camera footage.

TOR, Operating Principles Point 6:- Agreed to be changed from at least 10 stop & search records to up to 10 stop & search records being reviewed by the panel.



	Updates
	SF gave updates around the Operating Policy relating to Body Worn Cameras

· Data can’t be deleted by officers. 

· Data is held for 30 days for no evidential purposes.

· Data is retained for 6 years for evidential purposes.
· All specific firearms operations to be recorded.

· All section 60 searches to be recorded.
· All DV incidents to be recorder (unless exceptional circumstances)

· All Taser deployments recorded.

· Spit hood deployment to be recorded.

Exceptional circumstances described by SF as on a case by case bases but examples given as when people are in a state of undress or if they have been subject to offences such as rape. 

JS raised the point of how many officers in Wolverhampton have been allocated with Body worn Cameras. 
It was explained that all front line response officers are allocated however officers in office base roles are not. 

JS made representation that this is not the picture being sent out by WMP who have previously stated that all officers have been allocated body Worn Cameras.



	Local Priorities 
	Inspector Stephanie Furber (SF) provided details of the current local priorities being Burgalry Dwelling, Vehicle Crime and Domestic Abuse (DA).

SF discussed that various covert tactics as well as proactive operations are currently in force in order to reduce these crime types and bring offenders to justice.
SF discussed Knife Crime Week which took place WC 11/03/19. Neighbourhood Police Teams with support from the Neighbourhood task Force had taken part in attending local schools to discuss knife crime as well as being involved in Knife sweeps of Parks and woodland. 
The panel were grateful that the Wolverhampton area had not used Section 60 powers during this time.



	Data

	SF presented the Stop & Search data from January and February’s PowerPoint. Paper copies were provided to panel members.
CM highlighted the fact there had been an increase in Stop & Search the St Peter’s, Heath Town and Bilston East. 

SL explained that there had been and intelligence lead operation within this area during that time which had resulted in a number of positive Stop & Search resulting in the arrest and recovery of a large amount of Class A drugs.

SF to check with PS Dave Stanley if the increase in Heath Town is down to tension between V2 and V3 gangs.

Increase in Bilston East down to on-going operation around vehicle crime.

Panel satisfied that Jan figures are moving in the right direction up from the force figure of 30% positive outcomes.

It was highlighted that the way West Midlands Police use ethnic description could lead to certain groups from the community being stop & searched disproportionally. The Kurdish community was highlighted.
Action: - It was also highlight that ‘Vehicle Stop’ also features on the Ethnicity Cart and needs to be removed. SF to contact the analyst to have this removed.

It was raised that  there was a fall in positive out comes from S&S in February 19
Action:-It was highlighted that there was a discrepancy between ‘Outcome Description’ from Jan 19. SF to discuss with analyst to see if there is an issue with data warehouse.



	Stop and Search Records/ Use of force footage
	10 records were chosen at random by 
each panel member (not police).

All records were deemed to be satisfactory. 
Use of Force camera footage was shown panel members agreed that it was straight forward with no issues raised.

	Matters for Gold Group
	BM raised concern in the way West Midlands Police (WMP) had used social media to report on the fact that 600 people had been stopped as part of the S60 in Birmingham with 12 weapons being seized. BM was uncomfortable that WMP had portrayed this as a success, although only 12 weapons had been recovered. It was highlighted if it was balanced to stop 600 people but only have 12 positive outcomes. It was felt that this would worry rather than reassure the community.

	
	Next meeting planned for 6.30pm on 21st May 2019 at Wolverhampton Police Station.

Minutes to be posted on to the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner website.




