Wolverhampton Stop and Search Scrutiny Panel
Minutes
Tuesday 18th September 2018
Wolverhampton Police Station

Attendees:

Chester Morrison – Chair (CM) 
Janet Smith (JS)

Neil Hubbins (NH)
HMIC 

Inspector Lee Davies - West Midlands Police (LD)
Apologies received:

Steve Rowe

Nic Mather

Kal Khan

Jamie Bell (Wolverhampton Youth Zone) 
	
	Action updates from July.
No outstanding actions 

	Introductions (Chair)
	Chair Introduction and Welcome.
Unfortunately a number of apologies had been received due to personal commitments.
New panel member welcomed (Neil Hubbins – NH.  

NH introduced himself and talked about his experience within youth community work.   



	HMIC
	HMIC members introduced themselves to the group and explained the purpose for their visit.  HMIC stated how important it is that the community are aware of what the police are doing around stop and search, why and that the group offers the community with an opportunity to hold the police to account and provide feedback.  The panel welcomed their visit and asked for them to be actively involved in discussions.
CM asked HMIC if they were able to obtain data from other forces to compare to West Midlands, in particular disproportionality.  HMIC stated that they will feed this back as part of their report.  
CM also raised the known issue of census data, that disproportionality is based on census data from 2011.

Group – Fed back to HMIC how the current government ethnic group codes are unhelpful when trying to understand the ethnicities of persons stop and searched.  An example of this is white - other.

	TOR and future panel dates

	Panel members present reported that there are members of the community interested in joining, however that 6pm is too early.  
Action – Newly proposed time of 6.30pm to be decided at November’s panel when all members will hopefully be present.  This will inform the 2019 dates that will require publishing on the PCCs website.

No changes requested to the recently revised TOR.

Action (post meeting) – Force approach TOR sent to all panel members to review and agree on for Novembers meeting.

	Data

	S&S data was presented by LD for July and August.  Two power point documents (paper copy provided) were provided.  

The panel were satisfied with the presentation and the current snapshot provided of the NPU that related to increases and reductions in S&S.  

Vehicle crime was an area that was discussed and how S&S is one of the tactics being used to help prevent and detect crime. 


	Stop and Search Records
	10 records were chosen at random by each panel member (not police).

8 records were deemed to be satisfactory, 1 record required feedback (1) and another required further information (2).

Further information was also requested ref 67712 (to be fed back during the next panel) however the search was deemed to be satisfactory. 
Action 1 (complete) - Feedback provided for ref 68188.
Action 2 (complete) – Further information requested for ref 67979.  

Result – The record reads that a vehicle was stopped due to a cloned plate, however that the result was NFA.

Clarity obtained from NTF PS Cooper:  This was one of two vehicles involved in this matter, the offenders of this vehicle successfully escaping from police officers. 


	Matters for Gold Group
	No raised matters 

	
	Next meeting planned for 6.30pm on Tuesday 20th November 2018 at Wolverhampton Police Station.

Minutes to be posted on to the West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner website.




