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Date: Thursday 8th June 2023 
Dear FOI Applicant,  
Thank you for your freedom of information request received in this office on 23rd May 2023 in which you asked:
If any of the following allegations were proven against a West Midlands police officer, would the WMPCC expect disciplinary action to be taken? If not, what action would WMPCC expect?

Further, if any of the following allegations were made against a West Midlands police officer, would the WMPCC expect this to be investigated regardless of whether the case in question resulted in a conviction?

1.
Lying during an investigation.

2.
Failing to follow Criminal Procedure Rules with specific regards to fairness, balance and accuracy of a report submitted to the CPS.

3.
Failing to disclose to the CPS undermining evidence in their possession.

4.
Questioning a suspect without reading their rights.

5.
Failing to follow up undermining evidence.

6.
Failing to question the accuracy of statements made by victims, while in possession of evidence tending to justify such challenge.
In response to your request, I can confirm that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) does not hold this information. 

However, we can confirm that the expectation of the OPCC is that West Midlands Police would always act in accordance with the Police Conduct Regulations 2020, which can be found via the following link: (https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3k5Pn5KH_AhVPPewKHbG4Dz4QFnoECBQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.uk%2Fuksi%2F2020%2F4%2Fmade&usg=AOvVaw13to_KKbcp8VpY2pNNH0-f)
The Regulations clearly set out the rules for when disciplinary action is appropriate, and also for when an investigation is required.  The Police and Crime Commissioner does not have a direct role to manage or to intervene in police conduct matters, but does have an expectation that West Midlands Police will follow the rules in the Regulations, as this creates a system which will ensure that the highest standards of behaviour can be maintained, and also ensures that officers are treated fairly.
I can also refer you to the Strategic Policing and Crime Board public report from November 2022 which discussed the work of the Professional Standards Department, and is relevant to the matters raised in this request. I have attached this for your reference.  
Freedom of Information Right of Appeal 

Any person who has requested information from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) and is unhappy with the way their request for information has been handled can request a review of their case. 
A request for review must be made in writing by letter or email.   You should include the reference number of your request if you have it, and outline why you are requesting the review to: 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

Lloyd House 

Birmingham 

B4 6NQ 

Telephone: 0121 626 6060 

Email: wmpcc@westmidlands.police.uk

All requests for review will be recorded. Receipt of a request for internal review will be acknowledged and the appellant informed of an estimated date for determining the outcome. The OPCC will attempt to respond to internal reviews as soon as practicable and in any case within two months. 

All investigations will be undertaken by someone not involved in the original response. 

The result of any internal review will be communicated to the appellant outlining the decisions taken. 

If you remain dissatisfied with the handling of your request or complaint, you have a right to appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 

The Information Commissioner's Office 

Wycliffe House 

Water Lane 

Wilmslow 

Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 

Telephone: 08456 30 60 60 or 01625 54 57 45 

Website: www.ico.gov.uk 

There is no charge for making a request for internal review or appeal to the Information Commissioner.

Yours sincerely, 
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Andrea Gabbitas
Head of Business Services 

	Lloyd House, Colmore Circus Queensway, Birmingham, B4 6NQ
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